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. Briefly, rat eyeballs were fixed in 10% formalin for 2 days. After fixation, retinas were dissected and incubated with 5% trypsin for about 60 minutes. Then the retinal vasculature was gently isolated and stained with Periodic Acid-Schiff (PAS) and hematoxylin. The special morphology of nuclei was used to distinguish pericytes from endothelial cells. The nuclei of pericytes are small, round, stain densely, prominent to the vessel wall and differ from the endothelial nuclei which are oval or elongated and located in the vessel wall 1, 2 . Pericytes were quantified in six random fields per retina under microscope at 200× magnification. 
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